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1
GUNDAROO PLANNING PROPOSALS

At the July Meeting of the Yass Valley Council, the two Planning Proposals to rezone the land at the northern and southern approaches to Gundaroo from Agricultural to Rural Residential were approved. No surprises really, as it seems this decision was made well before the July Meeting. 
Moraig McKenna for the GCA made an excellent presentation at the Meeting and argued the case for planning before rezoning. Linda Le Mesurier on her own behalf and the two proponents were the only other speakers. The Council voted 7 to 1 in favour of the rezoning going ahead, Greg Butler being the only Councillor to ask questions or vote against the motion to rezone.

What was disappointing and demonstrated a lack of good faith was Council’s failure to consider or debate,  the outcome of the numerous consultations, submissions and more recently the petition of 166 residents who called for Council to set aside their decision until completion of a Master Plan for Gundaroo. 
One section of the approved rezoning motion was the provision for the insertion of a clause into the Yass Valley Council Local Environment Plan 2013 that would require a Development Control Plan (DCP) to be prepared prior to consideration of any Development Application.
The GCA had asked Council to develop a Gundaroo Master Plan, a more expansive Plan than a DCP. The DCP as proposed, only applies to the two sites under consideration. The GCA argued that once a Master Plan was completed, a DCP for the entire Village could be extracted from the Master Plan and inserted into the legislation. 

To assist Council, the GCA had established a Gundaroo Master Planning Steering Committee comprised of Gundaroo residents who forwarded Council a detailed outline of what constituted a Master Plan. This document was included in Council’s Meeting papers, but again was not considered at the Meeting. 

Council is now asking the community to work together with the developers and Council to develop a DCP. We are informed it is engaging an independent consultant to facilitate the process.
 More detailed information is available on Council’s website under Council Agenda and Meeting Papers at www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au.
2
WHERE TO FROM HERE
We have received many expressions of disappointment from the community about Council’s decision and a certain level of cynicism about whether Council would listen to the community in any planning process. 
We have written to Mr Chris Berry, Director, Planning and Environmental Services asking for additional information about the scope of, and timeframes for the development of the DCP, and assurance that the views of the community would be given more weight than has been demonstrated to date.

The GCA is also writing to the NSW Minister for Planning, the Premier and our local member in the NSW Parliament drawing attention to the deficiencies in the planning process to date and in particular the failure of Council to adequately address the concerns and petitions of the community.
We encourage you, similarly, to write to the Minister, your local member and the Premier if you share concerns about the process to date.

3
IMPROVING OUR REPRESENTATION OF YOUR ISSUES

At the July Meeting of the GCA Committee, we discussed ways to keep you informed about what we do, and to provide opportunities for you to raise issues. This will help us ensure we continue to represent your views.
We would like to hear from you about the following initiatives:
3.1
Meetings and Forums
In the past year, the Committee has met on the first Monday of each month and at other times as required. We also have sub-committees and representatives on Council’s sub-committees that consider specific issues e.g. Flood Plain Study, Fit for the Future Working Group. We have also held information sessions, undertaken a survey about the planning proposals and, organized a petition to Council. 
In the past, the GCA held open meetings at the Gundaroo Colonial Inn and advertised these meetings in the Gazette.  We are resuming this practice with quarterly open meetings where you can bring your concerns. We are planning to invite speakers to some of these meeting, so please send us ideas for speakers.
3.2
E-communication 

The GCA section of the Gundaroo web page is being updated and we will post any submissions that we make to Council or other bodies. We are using emails to disseminate our Membership Update and also have a Facebook page. We encourage members to use these media to raise issues with us.

4
FIT FOR THE FUTURE

In our May update, we reported that the GCA would be making a submission to Council about its Options Paper on ‘Fit for the Future’. All NSW Councils were required to make a case to NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp) as to its fitness for the future against 4 criteria. The GCA’s submission can be seen on our website.

5
HOME FRONT PERFORMANCE

 The GCA has sent a letter of support for Southern Tablelands Arts’s  (STARTS) application to seek funding to present Home Front at various venues in the Yass Valley including Gundaroo. This workshop and play provide an opportunity for our local community to share stories of Yass men and women who served in WW1 and to share stories handed down through local families in the context of a wider Australian story. This is a creative initiative and we congratulate STA for its vision.
6
PEAK BODY FOR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS

For some time, a number of Community Associations have been talking about the possibility of forming a peak body for Presidents of the various Community Associations in the Shire. Earlier this year the GCA met with Sutton and Murrumbateman Associations to progress this concept. Margaret Head from Murrumbateman Progress Association has now invited Presidents to attend an inaugural meeting in September and I will be attending for the GCA.

The proposed peak body would seek to consolidate the way we interact with Yass Valley Council on various issues, such as planning, which are currently impacting on all Associations. We are hoping to share information and work together to achieve the best outcomes for the villages in the Shire. 

Margaret has asked us to submit Agenda items for our inaugural meeting. This is an opportunity for you to identify issues that concern the villages in the Shire, so please take this opportunity and forward your items. 
7
UPDATE ON CENTREX METALS LIMITED EXPLORATION LICENCE - GUNDAROO
In June 2013 Centrex Metals was granted an exploration license to a tenement encompassing 281km of the Gundaroo region with the aim of locating hydrothermal gold and sulphide hosted base metals. Exploration initially commenced with high resolution geophysical aerial surveys in late 2013 and the drilling of 12 test holes across 3 locations in late 2014. 

The GCA has sought an update from Centrex Metals as to the current state of play. Alastair Watts, General Manager Exploration, has this week advised that following surveys and test drilling undertaken, insufficient quantities of gold and base metals were found to warrant any further investigation. Alastair has confirmed that Centrex Metals are therefore in the process of relinquishing the tenement held for the Gundaroo area. 

Anne Barwick
President 
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